RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
portance to it, and sold it for a very moderate sum. It turned out, however, to be exceedingly valuable and many millions were involved in the trial. The Bar on either side was about three deep in Q.C.'s (it was in Queen Victoria's time), and Moulton was leading for the in-fringers. The plaintiffs called Lord Kelvin (then Sir William Thomson) as a witness on their side. After his examination-in-chief Moulton got up to cross-examine. He really had a very poor case, and at first seemed to be asking questions without any connection with each other. In answering one of these, a quite simple one, Thomson made an unaccountable slip and Moulton sprang at him in a flash : " Sir William, you say this ". Thomson had only said it a few seconds before, so he said he had. "Then", said Moulton, " this follows " ; and it certainly did. From this admission he got another as a logical sequence, and so on, until these together seriously damaged the plaintiffs' case. Now he could not have foreseen that Thomson would make this slip, yet when it came he saw in a moment how to turn it to account. It was very interesting to watch how he went on from one step to the next, never letting Thomson get in sight of his first answer again. But this was not the end : when Thomson came out of the box some of his friends told him what he had done. He was very much perturbed and demanded to be recalled, and somehow or another he managed to be so. When he got into the box again, he lectured the Bench and the Bar for half an hour on the elementary principles of electricity, and nobody could get a word in. Counsel on the other side were jumping up every other minute saying, " My Lord, what has this to do with the case ? " "I don't know 1 I don't know ! " said the Judge, and Thomson went on.
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